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Friedens’ Vision 
 

We aren’t meant to just survive.  No one 
wakes up in the morning hoping that difficult        
circumstances will overwhelm them; no one 
dreams of going through the motions.  Everyone is 
born with the innate desire to thrive – to live a 
meaningful life that is truly signifi-
cant.  Over time, however, most 
people get worn down and even 
disillusioned as they pursue unful-
filled dreams or feel trapped in the 
frenzied hamster-wheel of life.   

 
In the Port Washington area, as in all com-

munities, many people are struggling.  They face 
discouragement in their job; stress 
from their schedule; struggles with 
their family; financial strain and health 
problems; peer pressure and loneli-

ness; addiction and abuse; and so much more.  
Everyone we encounter is fighting a difficult battle. 
 

In the midst of this challenging world, 
Friedens Church strives to be a blessing to our 
community through Christ-centered love.  Jesus 
said: ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest’ (Matthew 11:28).  
‘Whoever comes to me will never 
go hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty’ (John 
6:35).  God has lavished His grace 
and generosity on us through  
Jesus, and we are called to be conduits of His love.  
We are blessed to be a blessing.   
 

We celebrate that the Port Washington area 
has many wonderful qualities.  But there are still 
major needs.  Within the next ten years, we dream 

of our community being a place where, 
by God’s grace, marriages are strength-
ened; dads enjoy their children;     
teachers are treasured; addictions are 
defeated; the elderly and the downcast 
have advocates; neighbors and cowork-

ers truly care for one another; the empty idols of 
pleasure and prosperity are dethroned; Christians 
have a reputation of extravagant kindness; and 

residents truly thrive as they experience God’s love 
through Christ.   

 
In response to the God who calls us to ‘work 

for the peace and prosperity of our city’ (Jeremiah 
29:7), we are striving to be a catalyst for these 
things and more as we proactively bless the people 
of our community through Christ-centered love, for 
the praise of God’s glory. 

 
For over a year, Friedens’ Leadership Board 

has been seeking God’s direction for where He is 
leading the church into the future.  
The result is the description listed 
above.  We strongly believe God is 
calling us to focus our energy and 
prayers in the coming years on be-
ing a blessing to the people of our community 
through Christ-centered love.  This is our vision.   

 
This vision does not usurp our well-

established mission, which is: ‘making disciples of 
Jesus through UP-IN-OUT relationships.’  This mis-
sion gives us ‘marching orders’ for our day-to-day 
ministry.  The vision, however, provides a grand, 
vivid picture of what we a praying God will do in 
our community as we live out our mission. 

 
This vision intentionally focuses on our OUT 

relationship with the surrounding community. 
When it comes to impacting our community, we 
have to recognize that culture is shifting 
in such a way that people are quickly 
becoming disinterested, or even antag-
onistic, toward God and church.  In 
this type of setting, it’s insufficient 
to merely call people to come to the church’s 
events.  We need to meet people on their turf, build 
trusting relationships that serve as bridges for the 
Gospel, and live in a way that demonstrates the 
beauty, power, and relevance of the Gospel.  If 
you’d like to hear an inspiring example of what this 
looks like, go online and listen to my sermon from 
May 22, particularly the account of God’s work 
through the London Tabernacle in the 1800s.   

 
In the coming months, we will be identifying 

specific strategies for implementing this vision; 
these strategies will revolve around specific needs 
and/or demographics in the community with which 
we can be a blessing through Christ-centered love.  
Please be praying for God’s guidance and blessing 
in this process.   

 


